Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #8 – Do You Believe in Miracles?


“Do you believe in miracles?”

That question may bring more nostalgia for Al Michaels's call of the 1980 Olympic hockey team upset of the Soviet Union than for the word of God. That, however points out the problem.

No matter how unlikely that victory was, it was not a miracle. In the word of God, nothing short of supernatural, divine intervention is described as miraculous. Hockey upsets, childbirth, and a full house at an Expos game may be unusual or amazing, but they are not miracles. 

The Bible, however, is replete with records of miracles. One cannot be a Christian without believing in miracles, for to doubt the supernatural would be to deny the authenticity both of the Bible and of the Savior. Of miracles, John wrote, “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name” (20:30-31). 

Jesus or his apostles healed the sick, spoke in unstudied tongues, read minds, and even raised the dead. The greatest miracle of all was the resurrection of Christ from the tomb after three days. One who rejects the validity of miracles cannot even be a Christian. If there are no miracles, then there was no resurrection, for it was a most supernatural event. If Christ is not risen, the preaching of the Bible is only vain and all men remain in their sins (First Corinthians 15:12-19). Faith becomes empty and futile without miracles.

Do miracles persist even today? Miracles were never intended to be a permanent feature of the New Testament church. Mark describes their purpose as “confirming the word” (16:20), not drawing an audience or pumping in funds. When the New Testament words were all revealed and confirmed, the purpose of miracles was likewise fulfilled and satisfied. Paul looked forward to the time in which we live, when God's law of liberty would be perfected and his prophecy for mankind would be delivered once for all (James 1:25, Jude 3). Then, he says, prophecies, tongues and miraculous insight could cease as the church matured from infancy to adulthood. Miracles were genuine in the Bible, but have since ceased.
1. What is the definition of a “miracle”? Which of the following are miracles – electric light, childbirth, moon landing, narrow escape from death?
A miracle is “an event that appears to be contrary to the laws of nature and is regarded as an act of God” (Encarta World English Dictionary, 1999). None of these is miraculous, unless it can be proven that God has intervened and allowed or caused something that breaks the laws of nature.
2. What is the first miracle recorded in the Bible? What was Christ’s first miracle? Is it possible to believe in God and the Bible, but not believe in miracles?
Creation is the first miracle in the Bible; Jesus began to work miracles when he turned water into wine at the wedding reception in John 2. No, if miracles are untrue, the Bible is also false and not to be believed or trusted.
 

3. List the nine miraculous abilities people possessed in the first century (First Corinthians 12:7-10).
   a. word of wisdom                          f. prophecy
   b. word of knowledge                    g. discerning spirits
   c. faith                                            h. speaking in tongues
   d. healing                                       i. Interpreting tongues
   e. working miracles

4. What was the purpose of such miracles (Mark 16:20, Hebrews 2:1-4)? How did the apostles receive the abilities (Luke 24:47, Acts 2)? How did others receive them (Acts 8)?
The purpose of miracles was to confirm the divine origin and reliability of the message that gifted people were preaching. The apostles received power from on high when the Holy Spirit alighted upon them; they then passed certain gifts on to others.

5. When were supernatural gifts to end (First Corinthians 13:8-13)?
An end to these gifts is predicted when “that which is perfect has come.” The context indicates the perfect thing is the complete revelation of God in the New Testament (James 1:25, Jude 3,        2 Peter 1:3).


6. If miracles are not still occurring today, how do you explain the dramatic improvement of very sick people for whom we have prayed (James 5:13-20)? How do you explain other unlikely events?
The providence of God is always at work, through men and natural means, to answer prayers and bring men to opportunities for blessing.

7. Two miracles surrounding the deity of Christ are sometimes called into question, even by some professing Christians. Can we reject the nativity and resurrection of Christ and still be his disciples (First Corinthians 15:12-19)? Why or why not?
If Christ is not risen, we are still in our sins. The miracles involving Christ’s life are non-negotiable.


8. Is it a miracle when a person obeys the gospel (Romans 10:14-17)?
No, faith comes by hearing God’s word, not by a miracle.
